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Which domestic law governs the enforcement of foreign judgments in Lebanon? 
 
Articles 1009-1024 of the New Code of Civil Procedure - Lebanon (NCCP) 
  
What is a foreign judgment within the meaning of the New Code of Civil Procedure? 
 
Judgments issued in the name of sovereignty other than Lebanese sovereignty. 
 
What are the substantive requirements for enforcing a foreign judgment? 
  
A foreign judgment can be enforced in Lebanon pursuant to a grant of exequatur (recognition) by the 

Lebanese Civil Court of Appeal provided the following conditions are satisfied: 
 

1.       The judgment must be entered by a competent court considered to have jurisdiction in accordance 

with the laws of the State of origin, provided that its jurisdiction is not solely determined by the 

nationality of the plaintiff. In the event that two foreign judgments are rendered in the name of two 
different sovereignties concerning the same subject matter and the same parties, then the judgment 

which is in conformity with the Lebanese Law pertaining to international competence shall be enforced; 
  

2.       The judgment must be enforceable and final. Nevertheless, provisional decisions as well as decisions 

issued in non-adversarial proceedings that have become enforceable in the State of origin can also be 

enforceable in Lebanon;  
  
3.       The judgment debtor should have received notice of the lawsuit that resulted in the judgment and 

should have been duly provided with the right to present and organise a defence; 
  
4.       The State of origin should allow the enforcement of Lebanese judgments upon its territories following 

the specific procedure or after granting them exequatur. This is known as the principle of reciprocity; 



 

 

  
5.       The content of the foreign judgment must not be contrary to Lebanese public policy. 

  
 

A foreign formal document shall be capable of enforcement if all of the following conditions are 

satisfied: 
 

1.       The document was issued by the competent official according to the law that granted it the authority; 
  

2.       The document is established according to the required form in the State of origin; 
  

3.       The document is not contrary to Lebanese public policy; 
  

4.       The document is enforceable in the State of origin. 
  
Foreign judgments can be enforced in Lebanon by using means of coercion on persons or enforcement 

of funds only after they are granted exequatur in accordance with the above conditions. The judgments 
can be used as evidence or as a basis for precautionary measures such as precautionary restrictions on 

real estate records and legal guardianship, requests of repayment of debts by a bankruptcy agent, and 

different types of attachments. The request for exequatur shall be considered as evidence or suit for the 
validity of the debt. 
 

Which types of foreign judgments can be enforced or recognised? 
 
The provisions of this law are not applicable to foreign judgments rendered by penal/criminal or 

administrative courts unless they include obligations of a civil nature and concern these obligations 
only. Foreign judgments relating to capacity, personal status and decisions issued in a non-adversarial 

proceeding are recognised in Lebanon without any prior formalities provided they are not subject to 

dispute. 
 
These rules shall apply to foreign judgments concerning capacity, personal status and foreign judgments 

issued in non-adversarial proceedings. These provisions shall apply to cases aiming to declare the non-
applicability or non-validity of foreign judgments, either directly or in the course of pending 

proceedings before the Lebanese courts. 
 
During the hearing of a case the Court may recognise the effects of a foreign judgment brought before 

it provided that the conditions stipulated above are met. It may also enforce the judgment at the express 

request of either one of the parties. 
 
 What is the procedure for enforcing a foreign judgment? 
 
When seeking to enforce a foreign judgment, the holder of the judgment submits a petition to the 

President of the Civil Court of Appeal of the defendant’s place of domicile or residence or the place 
where the defendant’s assets subject to enforcement proceedings are located or otherwise to the 

President of the Civil Court of Appeal of Beirut. 
 
The President can either accept or reject a request for enforcement. In the event that the request is 

accepted, an exequatur will be issued and the unsuccessful respondent has the right to challenge the 

decision before the Court of Appeal within 30 days from the notification date of the decision or any 
enforcement proceeding. If the enforced judgment was judicial and not expedited, its execution is 

suspended by the time limit granted for the appeal of the opponent as well as by the appeal filed within 

this time limit. 
 



 

 

In the event that the request for enforcement is denied, the plaintiff has the right to object to that decision 
before the Court of Appeal within 15 days from the notification date of this decision. The appeal 

decision shall be subject to the standard rules of appeal. 
 
What are the formal and documentary requirements for enforcing a foreign judgment? 
 
The party seeking to enforce a foreign judgment shall furnish the following documents: 
 

1.       A complete and authenticated copy of the foreign judgment establishing that the judgment fulfils 
the conditions of its validity according to the law of the State of origin; 
  

2.       Documents establishing the enforceability of the judgment in the State of origin; 
  

3.       The certified copies of the documents required to establish that the summons was duly served on the 

defaulting party if the judgment was rendered by default; 
  

4.       A translation of the original documents referred to above and certified in accordance with Lebanese 
law. 
 
When considering a request to enforce a foreign decision, any means of defence that had occurred 
after the rendering of the judgment may be opposed. The Court may grant the enforcement of whole 

or part of the foreign judgment provided that the judgment contains provisions that can be dissociated. 

The Court however may not amend the judgment in such a way that it would widen its scope either in 
relation to the subject matter or to the parties. 
 

When can Lebanese courts review a foreign judgment on its merits? 
 
Lebanese courts may not review the foreign judgment except in the following cases: 
 

1.       The foreign judgment was founded on the basis of documents considered as false or declared to be 

false at a later time; 
  

2.       Some conclusive documents that have not been made public were disclosed after the judgment was 

rendered; 
  

3.       A contradiction or inconsistency was detected within the judgment; 
  

4.       In accordance with the rules of reciprocity, the law of the State of origin requires the review of any 

Lebanese judgment before granting that judgment exequatur. 
  
When may enforcement be refused? 
 
Enforcement may be refused in the following cases: 
 

1.       If the proceedings between the same parties based on the same facts and having the same purpose 
have resulted in a decision by a court of Lebanon; 
 

2.       If the proceedings between the same parties based on the same facts and having the same purpose 

are pending before a court of Lebanon and those proceedings were the first to be initiated. 
 

The enforcement process in Lebanon is largely comparable to that of other jurisdictions as it requires a 

set of conditions to be satisfied such as finality of the foreign judgment, notice requirements, compliance 



 

 

with public policy and no grounds for refusal are found. It also prescribes an application procedure 

similar to other jurisdictions in that it involves submitting the application for enforcement of the 

judgment to a superior court located in the judgment debtor’s place of residence or assets.  

The range of foreign judgments that can be enforced in Lebanon is broader than most jurisdictions. It 

includes money claims but also matters relating to capacity and personal status. It should be borne in 

mind that there is an absence of a domestic civil framework for all matters relating to personal status in 

Lebanon such as marriage, divorce, custody and inheritance. Most of these matters  are subject to 

distinct religious laws governing over 15 denominations of Islam, Christianity and Judaism. A foreign 

personal status judgment is capable of being enforced in Lebanon however domestic religious laws 

should be taken into consideration if the matter encompasses both civil and religious elements.  
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